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Superintendent of Police. The subdivisions of the district
are divided into taluks in charge of native Tahsildars
or revenue officers (tahsil, collection). u The ultimate
unit," it has been said, "for all fiscal and administrative
purposes is the village. Each of these has a headman,
who is responsible for the due collection of the revenue,
and possesses small judicial powers; an accountant
(Karnam, or Shanbog), who maintains all its records, and
a varying number of menial servants under the orders of
these two officers. Succession to these village offices is
usually hereditary, and the powers and duties of their
incumbents have undergone but little change since the
earliest days of which history gives us any account"
Among the powers of the village headman is still that of
confining persons belonging to the lower classes in the
stocks for trivial offences, such as using abusive language,
or inconsiderable assaults or affrays.
The time-honoured panchayat (panch, five), or council
of five members of the community to arbitrate on caste
disputes and questions affecting the interests of the village,
has in some measure degenerated in recent times. Liti-
gants now resort freely to the British Courts, and employ
vakils to plead their cause, with a resultant expenditure of
much money.
The larger towns in the Presidency are governed by
Municipal Councils, composed of ex officio members, and
members nominated by Government and elected by the
rate-payers.
The Government of Madras is represented in the Native
States of Travancore and Cochin by a British Resident,
who has official Residencies in both States. He is also
Collector of the isolated British settlements of Anjengo
and Tangasseri. The British Resident of Mysore, who has
official relations with the Government of India, is also
Chief Commissioner of Coorg. The administration of